Christian life
at BCF

The implications
of choice

Join us for a morning of original songs, testimony and
word ministry from Luke Pomery.




Two thieves

The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ was crucified between two
thieves. Both thieves were dying under the judgement of God
because they had not believed or chosenwhat God had purposed
for their lives. Instead of accepting God’s initiative towards
them, each one had chosen to fashion their own destiny apart
from God.

Jesus loved them by coming alongside them in their
predicament. Even though Jesus had no sin, He was dying ‘a
criminal’s death’ with them. Yet, the two men accused Him for
not delivering them from their suffering. Jesus prayed for these
two men, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
do.” As an outcome of His prayer, a choice was being given to
them: ‘Do you want to be reconciled to God and believe to
become His son?’

Evidently, one thief became illuminated and turned in response
to Jesus’ prayer. He now recognised that ‘we are suffering justly,
for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds, but this Man
[Jesus] has done nothing wrong!” He was astonished that Jesus
had joined him personally in his judgement and dying,.

The repentant thief began to mourn for causing Jesus to die on
account of his sin and separation from God. He now accepted his
participation, with Jesus, in the fellowship of Jesus’ death. And
wonderfully, Ae receivedthe reconciliation that Jesus had
offered to him, praying, ‘Lord, remember me when You come
into Your kingdom?!’

God's purpose

Through His offering on the cross, Jesus gives every individual
the opportunity to receive what God wants to share with them.
Simply, the LORD God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - want to
share Their life with us, so that we can be part of Their family.
This is amazing!

The whole purpose of God for every person was summarised in
the very first chapter of the Bible, which states, ‘Let Us make man
in Our image, according to Our likeness.” Gen 1:26. We need to be



made in Their image and likeness, so that we can dwell with
Them forever.

Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He humbled Himself to be made
like us in our humanity. He pioneered a way for us to be born as
sons of God, and then to be progressively made in the image and
likeness of God.

Following His death on the cross, Jesus Christ was raised from
the dead in a spiritual body. This is when He became the first
Man who had been made ‘in the image and likeness of God’.
Jesus is the full substance of what God has planned each of us
to become!

Becoming a son of God

If we choose to receive God’s initiative towards us, then God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit will come to dwell
in our Aeart. The Holy Spirit is then sent into our spirit, enabling
us to believe that God can become our Father! The Father then
sows the seed of our ‘sonship’ into our spirit. It is the definition
of everything that we are to become as a unique child of God,
forever. The Holy Spirit germinates this seed, causing our spirit
to be born again as a son of God. When this happens, we are a
completely new creation.

The Christian pilgrimage doesn’t stop there. It is sobering to
realise that the miracle of being born again, in and of itself, is still
not sufficient for our salvation. Having been born again, we need
to abide in ongoing relationship with the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit so that we can come to fruitful maturity as a son of God.
The process of being made in Their image and likeness will be
completed on the day of resurrection when we each receive a
spiritual body, enabling us to live in fellowship with God, in the
new heavens and earth, for eternity.

Jesus delivers us a choice

Jesus Christ has joined every individual who has ever lived to His
death on the cross. In so doing, Jesus has recovered the
opportunity and freedom for every individual to choose the
predestination which God has purposed for them.



We can choose to become a son of God and to abide in the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Alternatively, we can refuse what
God is offering. Either way, we are accountableto carry the
implications of our choice.

The Holy Spirit desires to reveal this incredible predestination
which God has prepared for you. All you have to do is receive
God’s initiative as He draws near to you. And you can ask Him for
help, simply confessing, ‘Lord, I believe - please help my
unbelief!” Jesus explained that when we make this confession, we
have taken the first step of inheriting the blessing of becoming a
son of God!

Questions to consider...

e Have you ever stopped to consider the profound purpose
that God has chosen for your life - that you can be born as a
son of God and live in fellowship with God forever? This
precious predestination is revealed to us one small bit at a
time. What are you beginning to see and understand about
God’s purpose for you?

e Whatever mess your life has been, and currently is, can you
be illuminated, like the repentant thief, to see that Jesus is
coming near to you? He is ‘dying’ with you in your suffering!
In so doing, Jesus is joining you to His death on the cross. He
is giving you the opportunity to personally choose this
fellowship with Him. What does it mean that Jesus is ‘dying
with you in your suffering’? And how can you choose to
‘die with Him’?

You are warmly invited to join us:
e Songs and worship | 9.30am - 10.15am
e Word ministry | 10.15am - 11.00am
e Morningtea | 11.15am —12.30pm

Brisbane |, 40 Burton Lane,

C I'lStlaD Samford Valley, QLD
FELLOWSHIP
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